
ASHes to ASHes
ASH 85th Anniversary Celebration . . . postponed

TIME AND CHANGE WILL SURELY SHOW HOW FIRM THY FRIENDSHIP, O-HI-O

Looking forward to March 21, 2020, we were excited, and we were ready.  A year of preparations was coming to a close.  
Reservations had been counted, centerpieces ordered, banquet catering 
details finalized, table favors organized, gift bags completed, games 
prepared, prizes and gifts wrapped, and a giant timeline of ASH history 
was ready for display.  We were ready to welcome more than 120 guests 
and celebrate the 85th anniversary of Alumnae Scholarship Housing and 
the sesquicentennial of The Ohio State University.
And then, on March 10, 2020, we received a message asking for our 
support in keeping our communities safe.  We were informed, “While we 
continue monitoring the coronavirus outbreak, Ohio State has suspended 
face-to-face instruction and no non-essential events will take place or be 
scheduled on campus …”.  The ASH annual banquet and 85th Anniversary 
celebration was cancelled . . . postponed indefinitely.

We are now looking forward to honoring 85 years of the ASH program at an event in the, hopefully not-too-distant, future.

Alumnae Scholarship Housing Society leaders were very 
busy planning programs and events throughout 2019 and 
on into 2020, as you will see from the following pages.  And, 
time flies when you are busy and having fun, hence the 
absence of an ASHes to ASHes newsletter in 2019.
We were busy, and in 2020, for the fifth consecutive year, 
the Alumnae Scholarship Housing Society was recognized 
by the OSU Alumni Association as an Outstanding Alumni 
Society.  The ASH Society achieved “Scarlet” status by 
engaging ASH alumnae and encouraging them to stay 
involved and connected wherever they are in this world and 
to embrace the “pay-it-forward” philosophy that enabled so 
many ASH students to attend college.
As necessitated by changes due to the pandemic of 2020, 
we have learned to take advantage of social media and 
available virtual platforms for meetings and sharing info and 
memories.  It is easier than ever before to join us for some 
fun and help us make plans for ASH in 2021 - and for the 
next 85 years.  Contact us at ASHSociety@osu.edu

Brutus Buckeye & ASH Society Leaders:  Joanne Kitchen, 
Nancy Smith, Brenda Toler, Carole Bickel, and Kathleen Johnson. 
Not pictured: Brittany Baudo, Pam Hager and Joan Rinker-Kisling.

Join our
leadership 

team!

ASH Society website: 

  https://ash.alumni.osu.edu 
CONTACT us:  ASHSociety@osu.edu
Connect with 350+ ASH scholies at:

  ASH Facebook group
Follow us: Facebook ASH Society page
  Twitter  @ASHSociety1
  Instagram  ashsociety1
 We are: #ASHfamilyOSU
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Autumn 2020

ASH Society BOG - join us!

We
want

 to see...

your
smiling face 

here.
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ASH DINNERS

Alumnae and students networked during dinner and dessert 
at each house during spring 2019.

All attendees were provided tickets to the CAPA summer 
movies and enjoyed the 1934 film “The Gay Divorcee” 
starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers.  “Best event yet!” 
one alumna exclaimed.

Flowers and chocolates 
were presented to a few 
ASH friends during mid-
2019 visits.  ASH BOG 
enjoyed lunch and snacks 
with:  Ruth Little Strader, 
ASH ‘47-52 (far left);  
Helen Deacon Swank, 
ASH ’50-52, and her sister, 
Ruth Deacon, ASH ’41-44, 
(below front);.and

Thirteen ASH Alumnae and their 14 guests attended a 
Life-Long-Learning event in August 2019.  The evening 
began with a guided tour of the historic Ohio Theatre which 
included history and stories about the 1928 building, its 
construction, furnishings, areas & guests.

LIFE-LONG LEARNING

The tour was followed by a narrated demonstration and 
concert by the organist of the historic Mighty Morton pipe 
organ.

All alumnae and guests shared a delicious dinner of hors 
d’oeuvres and dessert, and an all-inclusive quiz game of 
facts and info about “Life in 1934” the year when final plans 
for the opening of the first ASH House were being made. 

ASHes visit Senior ASHes

Doris 
Patterson 
Nocera, 
M-P ’57-61 
(second from 
right).  Due 
to pandemic 
restrictions, 
2020 
visits were 
cancelled.



ASH ORIENTATION 2019

The 2019 Homecoming parade included an entry by 
ASH residents:  “Super SmASH Bros - Est. 1935”. 

ASH women were welcomed back to campus for the 
2019-20 year with pizza & salad and an ice cream 
sundae bar provided by the ASH Society. 

ASH house managers, food managers and resident advisors 
met the ASH Society BOG at the Faculty Club for an 
orientation to the history of ASH and the role of the Society.
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“Little Women” was presented in July 2019  by Actors’ 
Theatre of Columbus for the ASH society’s third annual trip 
to the Shakespeare in the Park production at Schiller Park.

ASH and the ARTS

Rachita Puri (far right), a 
senior at Fechko House, 
was a member of the 
2019 OSU Homecoming 
Court and represented 
ASH throughout the Ohio 
State community.  She 
posed with Brenda Toler, a 
former Homecoming Court 
member, at the 2019 ASH 
Welcome.

HOMECOMING 2019

A cook-out and buckeye-necklace-making 
party with residents of Scholars East and 
West was held on the Hanley-Pomerene 
deck following the Homecoming parade.

ASH WELCOME 2019
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SCHOLARSHIPS

CONGRATULATIONS
ASH 

SENIORS
__________________

OSU Class of 2019 
SPRING

Laura Beale 
Stephani DuScheid

AUTUMN

Kezia Ofosu-Atta

OSU Class of 2020
SPRING

Mariya Al-Ghawi 
Shawna Florio

Morgan Huddleston
Felicia Kanu
Young Na

Rachita Puri
Clara Ortega

Victoria A. Riley 
Cierra Shifflet

SUMMER

Kam McBride 
Sylvie Miller

AUTUMN

Taylor White

During the 2019-20 academic year, the ASH program provided a savings to each of the 49 ASH residents of $5,974 to 
$6,206 per year, based on the student’s first term of enrollment and their ASH housing fee.  Additionally, 33 additional 
scholarships were awarded to ASH students for the 2019-20 year, for a total of $108,271.  The scholarships ranged from 
$504 to $6,540.  This included 12 full-housing scholarships ($5,441 to $6,540 per year value).

For the 2020-21 academic year, 26 scholarships totaling $79,590 were awarded from ASH funds.  Included in these awards, 
were 9 full-housing scholarships valued at $5,787 to $6,133.

Chartered in 2012, the ASH Society is an official alumni constituent society of The Ohio State University Alumni Association, Inc.

ASH Society 
Board of 

Governors

Kathleen Johnson, Advancement Committee
Joanne Kitchen, Meetings & Programs Committee
Brenda K. Toler, Meetings & Programs Committee
Carole Paris Bickel, Scholarship Committee
Joan Rinker-Kisling, Scholarship Committee
Contact us at:  ASHSociety@osu.edu

Executive Committee:
  Pamela Pozderac Hager, President
  Joanne Buchar Kitchen, Past-President
  Nancy Vosler Smith, Secretary
  Brittany Baudo, Treasurer

2019 ANNUAL BANQUET

The gathering of fifty-nine students 
and alumni was enjoyed by all.  An 
informal reception was followed by a 
delicious dinner and speaker.

Seniors were celebrated 
and presented with ASH 
stoles to be worn with 
pride at commencement 
exercises.

The Woman of the Year honor was presented to Laura 
Beale (P), Mariya Al-Ghawi (H), and Cassidy Fisher 
(F), at the banquet, recognizing their outstanding 
cooperative spirit.  Following a 67-year tradition, they 
each received an ASH WOY charm.

Donna (D-H ’70-72) and Bruce 
Jackson (right, center), were 
honored for their establishment 
of the Donna S Helterbrant 
Jackson Scholarship and were 
able to spend the evening with 
ASH students who have received 
grants from their endowment.

The annual meeting of the ASH Society and 
end-of-year banquet was held in April 2019.
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2018 & 2019  DONORS
BLAZE LEVEL ($10,000 and up)

Donna Helterbrant Jackson, Shaker Heights, OH
Joyce Mace, Dallas, TX

FLAME LEVEL ($5,000 to $9,999)
Isabelle Timko Stombaugh, New Franklin, OH

EMBER LEVEL ($1,000 to $4,999)
Kathleen Norman Bockbrader, Ann Arbor, MI
Marla Billing Flinn, Huntsville, OH
Jean Finlay Grove, DePere, WI
Nancy Provenza Henn, Mentor, OH
Kathleen Johnson, Westerville, OH
Charlotte Kastner Lubawy, Lexington, KY
Ann Marie Mack, San Francisco, CA
Darlene Hinerman McCalmont, San Jose, CA
Doris Patterson Nocera, Westerville, OH 
Virginia Kunert Ribbans, Clermont, FL
Jane Vollrath Sieberth, Powell, OH
Sheila Davis Stetts, Henderson, NV
Marla Neighbarger Wright, East Liberty, OH

ADVANCEMENT

SPARK LEVEL ($150 to $999)
Mary Radziewicz Allen, San Francisco, CA
Rita Higgins Ball, Gambier, OH
Marlene Johnson Barz, Holden Beach, NC
Janet Bay, Powell, OH
Connie Hindenlang Bohn Bergmann, Cols, OH
Carole Paris Bickel, Blacklick, OH
Nancy Hunt Bullard, Washington, IL
Janet Burnside, Cleveland, OH
Maureen Derringer Cole, Miamisburg, OH
Deanna Doubledee, Haymarket, VA
Dawn Lehman Ebert, Dunn Loring, VA
Nicole Engle-DeMonaco, Bethesda, MD
Barbara Long Forsthoefel, Troy, OH
Barb Hayden Gallina, Carmel, IN
Phyllis Carmean Gallo, Toledo, OH
Dianne Wright Greer, Landsdale, PA
Wava Gillespie Haney, Middleton, WI
Kathleen Helm, Bowling Green, OH
Virginia Halabis Hitchcock, Jacksonville, FL
Annetta Kimble, Manchester, TN
Joanne Buchar Kitchen, Columbus, OH
June Komar, San Diego, CA
Linda Lawton, Fleming, OH
Mary Michaelson Lee, Palm Desert, CA
Heather LeFebvre, Columbus, OH

Susan Fischer Lodish, Wynnewood, PA
Susan Logan, Delaware, OH
Jane Mohler Martin, Uniontown, OH
Ruth O’Brien McMullen, Pittsburgh, PA
Rebecca E. Molnar, Coshocton, OH
Betty Purdy Neff, Westerville, OH
Susan Purtell, Cincinnati, OH
Bonnie Boeshart Roberts, Plain City, OH
H. Lea Kiser Rohrs, Defiance, OH
Ruth Ometer Shrock, Galena, OH
Christine Burgess Sichter, Daniel, WY
Joseph Stewart-Pirone, Cincinnati, OH
Nancy Warner Verber, Powell, OH
Karen Crites Virden, Pickerington, OH
Charel Vlach Khol, Kent, OH
Judith Jones Wastier, Jackson, OH
Dorothy Lee Wilker, Upper Arlington, OH
Julee Zablik Klima, Westerville, OH

ASHES LEVEL (up to $150)
many  

THANK YOU !!

Total giving in 2018 was $77,605.88 from 51 level donors and many ASHes.  Donations in 2019 totaled $58,009.65 from 
106 donors.  Plans were made for an ASH 85th Anniversary, ”$85 for 85” fundraising campaign, but were postponed 
when campus offices shut down in March 2020.  We look forward to your continued and increased support to enable the 
maintenance and improvement of the ASH facilities, furnishings and programs.  ASH Funds were provided for the 2019 
“Mardi Gras” and 2020 “Roaring 20’s” winter formal events; Chegg and Netflix subscriptions; students’ cultural events and 
experiences during 2019-20; ASH-emblazoned shirts for all residents; and for house gifts that eased the cleaning and social-
distancing requirements when students returned to campus in autumn 2020.  Your gifts also provide the many scholarship 
grants awarded each semester.  Giving is easy!  To donate online:  giveto.osu.edu/makeagift/OnlineGivingDonation.aspx

                        “...participating
                            in the ASH
program has been a blessing. 
I have made great friends and 
had great experiences living 
here… Thank you so much!  
                            - F.K.”

                           “I’m really
                         grateful for
 the piano, even though it’s 
not played much it’s nice to 
have available. And the 
     grandfather clock.”

                          “Thanks for 
                           providing a 

close and sweet living 
community for me as an 

international student to get to 
know American culture 

like the typical food. 
I appreciate everything.”

                          …just a small
 sampling of thoughts from those 
you have touched, to show how 

much we appreciate all 
that you do for us. 

                    - Fechko House

                          “...Not having 
                             massive student 

loans has reduced my stress 
beyond what I can imagine. 
Less financial stress and the 
opportunities I’ve had here 

will certainly benefit me 
in my married life.”

Pomerene ASH residents - spring 2019.
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THANK YOU

We recently heard from a young ASH Alumna who lived in 
Fechko House for 5 years.  She wrote, that she has incredibly 
fond memories of living in Fechko and has “no doubt that 
the ASH cooperative housing program helped immensely 
in my integration into the collegiate environment”.  She is 
now completing a post-doctoral fellowship at Ohio State and 
transitioning into a tenure track position at the University of 
Cincinnati.  One of her students, a current resident of Fechko, 
exclaimed to her, “I just love living there.”

Hanley ASH residents - autumn 2019.

CLASS OF 2020

     “I’m grateful
  for the opportunity
to learn responsibility   and life skills in 
the cooperative living environment. I’ve 
been provided with opportunities to
     grow in discipline and knowledge that 
           wouldn’t be available to me in
              other housing environments.”

CLASS OF 2019

Your generous gifts to ASH are providing students 
with the financial support they need so that they 
can focus on their studies, pursue internships, 
and volunteer in our communities. Your generosity 
empowers intellectual curiosity and discovery, 
inspires a lifelong love of learning and helps them 
succeed and have rich and fulfilling Ohio State 
experiences.

 “I’ve matured by
being exposed 
to a variety of women and making 
meaningful friendships with these 
women.  I’ve gained a sense of 
independence and growth living
       in ASH and I couldn’t be more
         blessed…and ready to 
              take on the world.” 

       “I’m so
     proud to be 
    part of such a 
diverse, hard-working group of 
women.  I’m also grateful for the 
   opportunity to have made, and  
       continue to make, genuine 
           life-long friends.  Fechko
              has become my
                    home.”

“I am 
grateful 
for the skills that I 
have obtained... 
  regarding cooking 
     and cleaning. ...”

“I’m the most
 grateful for the unique 
     living experience 
          at a low cost...”

“I’m thankful 
for the lifelong friendships 
I have made while living in 
      ASH and the great
            memories.”
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  We are collecting stories, to pay tribute to the amazing 
women who have been a part of ASH during the past 85 
years.  It is a collection of ASH memories, biographies, and 
accomplishments. We want to add your story to the collection.  
  If you haven’t already done so, please share with us any/
all of the following:  your favorite memories of ASH and 
your housemates; how the uniqueness of the program and 
the women you lived with shaped and influenced your life 
THEN and NOW; the impact you have had on programs, 
institutions and/or people you are passionate about; exciting 
things you have done in your work or career; how you have 
made a difference in your family, our university (or another), 
your community, our country, or our world. Share photos, 
commendations, awards, old letters, new letters, your bio, 
your memories, etc. - in whatever format that suits you.
  Also please share this request with other ASH women who 
have their own AMAZING story to tell, or send us her contact 
information and we will reach out to her.  We also encourage 
you to commemorate and memorialize ASH women who can 
no longer speak for themselves.  Share your stories about 
them, too.
  Don’t underestimate the power of your story.  This collection 
will help preserve the ASH program and provide inspiration 
for women of ASH for the next 85 years  Please contact us at 
ASHSociety@osu.edu with questions or for more info.

AMAZING ASH ALUMNAE

DIVERSITY

Co-sponsored with the Black Alumni Society (BAS) and 
planned for MLK Jr. weekend in January 2020, this ASH 
Society event was a FREE private screening of the powerful 
award-winning 2019 film “Just Mercy”, based on the book by 
Bryan Stevenson and his fight to free a wrongly-convicted 
man from death row. Intro & door prizes provided by Black 
Alumni Society members as well as info on BAS plans for 
trip to visit “Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass 
Incarceration” in Birmingham, AL followed the film.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY SESQUICENTENNIAL

Joanne Kitchen & Rachita Puri were two of many alumni 
and students who celebrated “Time and Change” at 
sesquicentennial events during 2019 and early 2020..

TIME & CHANGE

HEALTH & WELLNESS
A November 2019 tour of OhioHealth Neuroscience Center 
at Riverside Methodist Hospital was conducted by Dr. Janet 
Bay (MP ‘66-70), retired Vice President – Neuroscience, 
Ohio Health, and included visits to patient rooms, the 
spine surgery center, the epilepsy monitoring center - 
which includes monitoring of patients at other central Ohio 
hospitals, and Q&A with staff on each floor.  Guests learned 
the importance of ‘quiet’ and ‘Zen’ space, how this impacted 
the center’s design and construction, the advantages of 
‘TrueBeam’ vs ‘Gamma Knife’ technology for brain tumors, 
and the resources available in the one-of-a-kind Dempsey 
Education and Rehab Center.  An excellent event.  All 
attendees were engaged and learned something new.

    Class of In Memoriam
‘51 Ruth Little Strader   12/18/2019
‘57 Alice Sharples Moore  12/26/2019
‘61 Mary Davis Szekely   06/03/2019
‘64 Carol Benasky Bakle  04/27/2020
‘65 Sharon Brubaker Ruhl   06/14/2019
‘65 Mickey Emery Waters   02/02/2020
‘67 Susan Hover Zimmerman  09/27/2019
‘74 Deborah J. Hild    01/25/2020



The Ohio State University 
Alumni Association, Inc.
Longaberger Alumni House
2200 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, Ohio 43210-1035

ASH Society website:  ASH.alumni.OSU.edu 
Connect with 350+ ASH Alumnae friends at:
 Facebook.com / ASH group
 FOLLOW us:  
  Facebook.com / ASH Society page
 Twitter: @ASHSociety1
 Instagram: ashsociety1
Expand your NETWORK on:
    Alumnae Scholarship Housing Society
The OSU Residence Life - ASH Info:
https://housing.osu.edu/learningcommunities/
    alumnae-scholarship-housing/
Contact ASH Society:  ASHSociety@OSU.edu

2020 !!
What a difference a year makes!  
With the shutdown of campus in March, the 2019-20 year-
end celebration of student accomplishments was replaced 
with a virtual meeting and postal deliveries.  Congratulations 
to Morgan Huddleston (H), Cindy Lam (P), and Rachita Puri 
(F), who were each honored as the 2020 Woman of the Year 
- via a CarmenZoom meeting.  They received their ASH WOY 
charm via USPS.  
Twelve seniors were congratulated for their achievements and 
received an ASH stole, again, via USPS, to be worn at their 
virtual commencement 
ceremony and 
celebrations. 

As students arrived in August for 
the 2020-21 year they were greeted 
with warning signs on every door 
and new rules and procedures on 
and off campus. 

The ASH Society sent welcome SIGNS and shared virtual 
hugs instead of snacks, pizza and ice cream sundaes.

giveto.osu.edu    for easy online giving to ASH

The ASH Society is also looking 
forward to brighter days and 
continued success. We urge you to 
give back to the ASH program that 
we know meant so much to you.

The 2020 ASH Orientation for new RA’s and house 
managers and the ASH Society’s 2020 Welcome 
for students were BYOSnack events conducted via 
CarmenZoom.
Students enjoyed house gifts from the ASH Society to aid in 
social distancing and cleaning practices.  They are looking 
forward to returning to campus for 2021 spring semester 
and much brighter days.
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